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T 
he period around All 
Saintsõ Day directs the 
thoughts of Christians 
towards ôthe communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
and the life everlastingõ. There 
are important connections be-
tween what might be called Re-
membrance-tide and Advent, 
during which we reflect upon 
Godõs judgement on us. While 
many people think of the saints 
as examples of ôvirtuous and 
godly livingõ, this hardly does 
justice to the biblical insight 
that in our pilgrimage through 
this world ôwe are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnessesõ. 
The saints are the real men and 
women of every age in whose 
lives we can glimpse heaven in 
our midst, and they are also our 
partners in prayer:  
 
Before thy throne we daily meet  
As joint -petitioners to thee;  
In spirit each the other greet  
And shall again each other see.  
(Richard Baxter) 
 
But there is a dark side to our 
standing before the throne of 
God. We are called to be saints, 
yet we know and experience our-
selves to be sinners, and the sea-
sonal mood changes around this 
hinge of All Saints towards the 
darker themes of All Soulsõ day 
which follows, when we com-
memorate the faithful departed. 
This serious mood remains with 
us throughout the month ð not 
least on Remembrance Sunday, 
and combines with the natural 
feeling of autumn days to focus 
on a sense of the coming end. 

 And so to the start of the 
Churchõs year and Advent. No 
one can pretend that the Church 
is unaffected by the spirit of the 
age, and the rushed anticipation 
of Christmas. The result is that 
Christmas carols crowd out the 
keeping of a good Advent, which 
shares with Lent a spirit of re-
straint, preparation and peni-
tence. The Church is herself 
caught up in the stubborn popu-
lar conception of Advent as a 
lead into the Christmas festival 
and hardly has time for the 
ôearnest looking forwardõ, the 
watching and waiting for the 
coming of the King and his king-
dom. Traditionally, as we wait in 
hope, we should turn our minds 
towards the four last things, to 
death and judgement, to heaven 
and hell.  
 
For many people Christmas is the 
focal point of their religious ob-
servance, and the Carol service 
rather than the Easter vigil pro-
vides the ground of their Chris-
tian experience. Churches are 
full at midnight, and St. 
Georgeõs still attracts large num-
bers on Christmas morning. 
Whilst not everybody would ap-
prove, nevertheless there is a 
strong residual sense, at least in 
the Church of England, that the 
coming of God amongst us in 
Christ is as important as his 
death and resurrection. But both 
glorious feasts are about Godõs 
priceless gift of love, the gift of 
His only Son for His only world, 
and your only life.  
 

The Revd Dr Richard Fermer  
 
The parish welcomes Fr. Richard 
and his wife Giseli, as he is Li-
censed by the Bishop of London 
on 6th November as Priest-in- 
Charge of the Grosvenor Chapel. 
Those responsible for the ap-
pointment are delighted we have 
found an outstanding person who 

comes to us from St Georgeõs 
Anglican Church in Paris, where 
his energetic and imaginative 
ministry has been much cher-
ished and valued. With his expe-
rience of the wider worldwide 
Church in Brazil and Angola, Fr. 
Richard will also bring a breadth 
of vision and knowledge to what 
can feel like our somewhat paro-
chial matters ð important though 
these be! I look forward very 
much to working with him over 
the coming years. Fr Richardõs 
words of greeting to his new 
congregation appear elsewhere 
in this Newsletter. The people of 
God at the Grosvenor Chapel 
have achieved an extraordinary 
amount during the 2 year inter-
regnum, with the building beau-
tifully refurbished, new govern-
ance arrangements, and the usu-
al busy social and fundraising 
schedule, and I am very grateful 
to the Chapel Wardens, the Dep-
uty Chairman and the Commit tee 
who have worked so painstaking-
ly and faithfully. Canon Rex Da-
vis has also been a wonderful 
colleague over the last 18 
months or so, and has cared for 
the community there with great 
devotion and gentleness, and it 
has been such fun to have him 
around. We owe him our huge 
thanks. 
 

Recent Celebrations  
 
We have had some glorious ser-
vices this autumn, including Bap-
tism Renewal, Harvest Festival, 
the Dedication of the Organ, In-
augural recital, and the 350th 
Anniversary celebration for the 
Book of Common Prayer with the 
Royal Society of St George. 
Thank you to all who supported 
Homeless people in West London 
with your Harvest gifts, and to 
others who have helped in the 
preparation, delivery and clean-
ing up for these events.  
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When the organ was dedicated 
to the glory of God the preach-
er, Canon Jeremy Davies, very 
cleverly and amusingly began 
with a quote from Dylan Thom-
asõs Under Milk Wood with a 
perfect Welsh accent. All about 
Organ Morgan - The church or-
gan player who dreams of music 
and orchestras within the vil-
lage.  And Mrs. Organ Morgan ð 
his wife who dreams of silence 
as she is disturbed during the 
day by Organ Morgan's constant 
organ-playing.  
 
We were reminded of the first 
and primary task of this organ - 
to support and beautify the wor-
ship of God. We were told too 
that this is not just a musical 
giftébut a visual symbol too of 
God's majesty and glory...pipes 
pointing upwards like spires of 
Cathedrals or Churches. We 
thank God for many blessings. 
 
For the BCP anniversary service 
we made slight alterations to 
the order of the Holy Commun-
ion to reflect 1662 usage, and a 
memorable sermon was 
preached by The Revd. John 
Masding who is a Trustee of the 
Prayer Book Society. 
 

Study leave mid -January 
until mid -April 2013  
 
The Church of England has a bit 
of a hit and miss policy when it 
comes to Study leave, and ideal-
ly should be more systematic. 
Methodist ministers conversely 
are required to take a sabbati-
cal every 7 or 8 years. Within 
the Diocese of London stipendi-
ary clergy qualify for a three 
month period of study leave 
after ten years of ordained sti-
pendiary ministry (and every ten 
years thereafter). The Diocesan 
authorities have approved what 
will my first Study Leave after 
27 years of ordained ministry.  
 
Study Leave is offered to en-
courage clergy in developing 
their ministry and continuing in 
life -long learning; it is seen as 
an opportunity to stand back 
from day-to-day ministry and 
reflect. Specific goals for the 
period of study leave are identi-
fied. However, the guidelines 

also require clergy to take rest and 
relaxation seriously during their 
period of leave.  
Clergy usually spend between half 
and two-thirds of their time pursu-
ing their agreed goal ð and there-
fore at least a third in rest and re-
laxation. In my case, I feel I have 
quite a bit of catching up to do in 
terms of study, and therefore I 
plan to be spending at least 3/4 of 
the sabbatical pursuing agreed 
goals. 
 
These are as follows: 
 
i) To make the 8 day individually 
guided silent Ignatian retreat led 
by the Jesuits 
 
ii) To study latest Biblical Scholar-
ship (latest New Testament text-
books and articles in particular)  
 
iii) To compose a Missa Brevis 
(Latin setting)  
 
I am very grateful to Canon Rex 
Davis, who, having cared for the 
Grosvenor Chapel so wonderfully 
during the extended interregnum, 
has agreed to look after St 
Georgeõs whilst I am away and he 
will cover the services.  
 
My time will begin with the Jesuits 
in north Wales at St Beunoõs at the 
end of January for an individually 
guided 8 day silent Ignatian re-
treat. This will be followed by 3 
weeks of study and composing in a 
Catholic Presbytery, with access to 
a keyboard of course. At the end of 
February I head off to Australia for 
6 weeks. The plan is to spend 2 
weeks with the Order of St Bene-
dict at New Norcia, north of Perth 
as the guest of Abbot John Herbert 
OSB. New Norcia is Australiaõs only 
monastic town and has a unique 
heritage. The monastery has a good 
library, several fine pianos and 2 
organs, and it will be possible both 
to study, compose and pray. This is 
to be followed by 10 days in Mel-
bourne staying in a small flat with 
a wonderful C7 Yamaha grand pi-
ano. Here I shall have access to the 
Dalton McCaughey Library, near to 
the University of Melbourne. It is 
the largest theological library in 
the Southern Hemisphere and is the 
result of many denominations pool-
ing their resources. Then comes a 
weekõs holiday north of Sydney, 

possibly around Port Macquar-
rie, or maybe visiting the 
Hunter Valley. Ending with 
Holy Week and Easter in Syd-
ney. 
 
On my way home, I hope to 
stopover a couple of days to 
see my eldest brother, his 
wife and two young Japanese 
nieces near Fukuoka in the 
south, and also No. 2 brother 
in South Korea and his family. 
I last saw my four Korean 
nieces briefly in 2008 and all 
are now in their 20s - the 
youngest is on the point of 
graduating from university. My 
first Sunday back at St 
Georgeõs will be for our Pa-
tronal Feast which we keep 
next year on 21st April.  
 

Teaching Sermons  
 
The course of occasional ser-
mons based on material that I 
use in preparing people for 
Confirmation is finally con-
cluding. Essentially it is an 
introduction to the Christian 
Faith, which I hope will prove 
useful as a ôrefresherõ for all 
of us. 
 

Children at St Georgeõs 
 
It is good to see the take up 
building for what we offer our 
toddlers and children. We still 
welcome volunteer help, and 
hope to be in a position very 
soon to agree and plan a 
scheme for the futurue.  
 

Midday Prayer  
 
There are daily prayers in 
church, Monday ð Friday at 
12.10pm The Mid Day Office is 
said on most days, but with 
the Eucharist on Fridays and 
Saints Days. Stephen Wikner 
has written a personal reflec-
tion on the subject which you 
will find on page ??  Please 
join us if you are in the area.  
 
A Requiem for departed loved 
ones will be celebrated on 
Friday 11th January at 
12.10pm. Please inform the 
Verger if you wish to include 
the names of loved ones. His 
contact details appear at the 
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bottom of this page.  
 

Holy Cocktail Hour  
 
Open House with drinks on 
Wednesdays at the Rectory, 21a 
Down Street W1J 7AW - entrance 
in Brick Street opposite the tapas 
bar on the following dates: 14th 
November, 5th December and 9th 
January. Please feel welcome to 
drop in between 6.30 -8.00pm. 
 

Future Events  
 
The Reunion des Gastronomes 
join us on Sunday 2nd December 
at the 11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
for their Annual Parade Service  
 
Handelõs Messiah on Thursday 
6th December at 6.00pm at St 
Georgeõs.  Donõt miss this annual 
highlight in the St Georgeõs cal-
endar featuring Simon Williams 
conducting our expanded profes-
sional choir.  
 
The Grosvenor Chapel Commu-
nity Carol Service takes place on 
Tuesday 11th December at 
6.30pm. 
 
Parish Carol Service takes place 
at St Georgeõs on Sunday 16th 
December at 6pm followed by 
refreshments.  
 
Christmas: Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve at the Grosvenor 
Chapel at 11.30 pm after Carols 
at 11.00pm. On Christmas Day 
11.00am Sung Eucharist of the 
Lordõs Nativity both at St 
Georgeõs and the Grosvenor 
Chapel. 
 

Recent articles:  
 
In the first address by an Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to the Synod 
of Bishops in Rome, Archbishop 

ST GEORGEõS CHURCH, The Vestry, 2A Mill Street, London W1S 1FX 

Tel: 020 7629 0874 Email: verger@stgeorgeshanoversquare.org or stephen.wikner@stgeorgeshanoversquare.org 

Website: www.stgeorgeshanoversquare.org 

 

GROSVENOR CHAPEL, South Audley Street, London W1K 2PA 

Tel: 020 7499 1684 Email: info@grosvenorchapel.force9.co.uk  

Website: www.grosvenorchapel.org.uk  

Rowan Williams spoke about the profound connection between contempla-
tion and the task of evangelisation, saying it òmust be rooted in a pro-
found confidence that we have a distinctive human destiny to show and 
share with the worldó. 
 
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2645/  

Online booking: london-handel-festival.com  

Telephone booking: 01460 54660 

http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2645/
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Thursday 1 st November  
All Saintsõ Day 
12.10pm Holy Communion  
 
Friday 2 nd November  
All Soulsõ Day 
12.10pm Requiem 
 
Sunday 4th  November  
The 22nd Sunday after Trinity  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Stanford  in C  
Motet:  Ave verum corpus (Mozart)  
Voluntary:  Fantasia on 
ôOrielõ (Krippner) 
 
Monday 5th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 6 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 7 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 8 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 9 th  November  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 11th  November  
Remembrance Sunday  
8.30am Holy Communion  
10.55am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant  & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Requiem (Duruflé)  
Voluntary: Litanies (Langlais)  
 
Monday 12 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 13 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 14 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 15 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 

Friday 16 th  November  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 18th  November  
The 24th Sunday after Trinity  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant  & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Missa Brevis St Joan-
nis de Deo (Haydn) 
Motet: Panis Angelicus (Franck) 
Voluntary: Toccata from Sonata  
No 6 (Mendelssohn) 
 
Monday 19 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 20 th November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 21st November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 22 nd November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 23 rd November  
St Clement, Bp of Rome & martyr, 
c 100  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 25th  November  
Sunday next before Advent  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant  & Preacher:  
Canon Rex Davis 
Mass setting: Missa Belõ Amfitrit 
Altera (Lassus) 
Motet: Ave verum corpus (Lassus) 
Voluntary: Valet will ich dir geben 
BWV 735 (J S Bach) 
 
Monday 26 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 27 th November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 28 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 29 th  November  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 

Friday 30 th  November  
St Andrew the Apostle  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 2nd December  
First Sunday of Advent  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
(Attended by the Réunion des  
Gastronomes) 
Celebrant  & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Mass in G (Schubert) 
Motet: Blessed are the men who 
fear him (Mendelssohn) 
Voluntary: Toccata on ôVeni Em-
manuelõ (Andrew Carter) 
 
Monday 3rd December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 4 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 5 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 6 th  December  
St Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c 326  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 7 th  December  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 9th  December  
Second Sunday of Advent  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant: The Rector  
Preacher: Maxwell Hutchinson 
Mass setting: Missa Sancta et    
Immaculata (Guerrero)  
Motet: Rejoice in the Lord always 
(Purcell)  
Voluntary: Tryptich on ôConditor 
Almeõ (Krippner) 

 

Services at St Georgeõs 

November 2012 ñFebruary 2013  
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Monday 10 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 11 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 12 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 13 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 14 th  December  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 16th  December  
Third Sunday of Advent  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant: The Rector  
Preacher: Kirsty Ross 
Mass setting: Darke in F 
Motet: O thou the central orb 
(Wood) 
Voluntary: Allegro from Symphony 
No 9 (Widor) 
6.00pm Parish Carol Service  
 
Monday 17 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 18 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 19 th  December  
Ember Day 
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 20 th  December  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 

Friday 21 th  December  
St Thomas the Apostle  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 23rd December  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Missa Brevis 
(MacMillan)  
Motet: Audivi vocem de ceolo 
(Tallis)  
Voluntary: Concerto in G (J S Bach 
after Ernst)  
 
Monday 24 th  December  
Christmas Eve 
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 25 th  December  
CHRISTMAS DAY 
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Missa Sancti Nicolae 
(Haydn) 
Motet: When Christ was born of 
Mary free (Archer)  
Voluntary: In dulci jubilo (J S Bach)  
 
Sunday 30th  December  
Sunday after Christmas Day  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Missa O Magnum   
Mysterium (Victoria)  
Motet: O Magnum Mysterium 
(Victoria)  
Voluntary: Canzona (J S Bach) 
 
Wednesday 2nd January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 3 rd January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 4 th  January  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 6th  January  
The Epiphany  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Messe Solennelle 
(Langlais) 
Motet: Here is the little door 
(Howells) 
Voluntary: Paraphase on ôVeni   
Redemptorõ (Krippner) 
   
 
 

Monday 7th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 8 th  January  
St Lucian, priest & martyr 290  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 9 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 10 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 11 th  January  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 13th  January  
The First Sunday after Epiphany  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rector  
Mass setting: Missa Simile est reg-
num coelorum (Victoria)  
Motet: Omnes de Saba venient 
(Handl) 
Voluntary: Prelude in G BWV 541 
(J S Bach)  
 
Monday 14 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 15 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Wednesday 16 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
5.45pm Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 17 th  January  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Friday 18 th  January  
St Prisca, Martyr at Rome c 265  
12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 20th  January  
The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11.00am Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher:             
Canon Rex Davis 
Mass setting: Missa Brevis in B flat  
Motet: Lead me Lord (S S Wesley) 
Voluntary: 4th  movement from 
Sonata No 4 (Mendelssohn) 
 
Monday 21st January  
St Agnes, martyr at Rome 304  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 
 
Tuesday 22 nd January  
St Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon 
& First martyr of Spain 304  
12.10pm Midday Prayer 




